
 What English teaching star sign are you?  
 Relax with your favourite beverage and the truth will be revealed.  

 We at the Ashram have meditated long in search of the truth and now pass it on 
to you in easy-to-use quiz form. Find out where you sit in the starry skies! 

 Read our spiritual statements. Put stars next to the ones you agree with.  
 You can put no stars - or as many as five! Let your spirit guide you!  

 Once you are finished, our spiritual guru will  enlighten you with his uncannily 
accurate reading of your horoscope 

 
 A personalised Starmat chart is available for a small additional fee 



Put your stars here. Put 
five. Or one. Or none.  

Your English Teaching Horoscope 
Wisdom from the meditations of the spiritually enlightened, Let your spirit guide you! Follow the rainbow... 

  English teaching is essentially a creative enterprise:  tasks that value the imagination  take priority in my classroom  

  Teaching Great Expectations to Standard students is a good idea  

  Texts are cultural artefacts that reveal the values and attitudes of particular times and cultures. We need to use texts to interro-
gate culture  

  The devil is in the details - the genuine K-10 Continuum in the new syllabus will support objective approaches to teaching and 
learning 

  What's the Oxford comma again? Or the shall/ will distinction? And why do teachers get practice/ practise wrong? I know… or at 
least I know where to find out. 

  English is activity! It's about doing, constructing, involvement, moving the furniture! 

  What I like about the new syllabus in English is that it returns ideas of artistry to our writing, moving away from the ideas of the 
past that focused on construction 

  I look for ways to include great writers from the past  - Shakespeare, Austen, Wordsworth et al - in my programs 

  The new syllabus moves away from cutting edge critical theory. Ideas of  subversion are absent! 

  Effective English teaching starts with the data, which informs teaching practice 

  I like the inclusion of specific grammatical content in the new syllabus. Younger teachers especially need to know about this. 

  I love the way the new syllabus sees assessment. It encourages us to have our students present their work to real audiences 

  It is my dream to have poetry written by students on every page of the school newsletter  

  There's just not enough Shakespeare in the new syllabus - I'll  be teaching more of it.  

  Teaching Science Fiction is fine - but only if you look at the dystopian visions inherent in the genre.  

  I am concerned about what value added stats reveal about my school. This will inform my approach to  the new syllabus 

  Language usage across my school would be better if staff in other faculties  took their responsibilities for literacy more seriously  

  The possibilities for movie-making, script-writing and other dynamically involving activities are the best things about the new 
syllabus. I'm looking forward to my first (or next) virtual excursion… 



The meditations page is colour coded.  
Add up your stars for each colour on the previous page and write the total in the coloured stars 

below.  

If you have the same number in more than one star, draw your own special star in the middle of the page 



Moonbeam  
The unreconstructed  

hippie  
 

Harmony and understanding, sympathy and trust 
abounding. Somehow you have sucked up and  internal-
ised the early '70's.  
 
You probably care about 'self-actualisation'. Your 
room probably has furniture randomly arranged with 
bean bags to supposedly encourage students to 'chill'.  
Your classes  are  mystic crystal revelations! 
 
Bedtime reading: Jonathon Livingstone Seagull.  
 
Song: Age of Aquarius.  



Britannia  
the forelock-tugging  

colonial  
 

You know the kings of England and you quote the 
facts historical. You know what operetta that sen-
tence comes from. And you can sing it. Did you do 
lots of Literature in your degree? How can we tell, I 
wonder. You care about our cultural heritage and 
seek for opportunities to use that set of Barnaby 
Rudge at the back of the book room. Nice straight, 
orderly rows in the classroom is your preference.  
 
Bedtime reading: determined by whatever the latest 
BBC costume drama is. Little Dorrit?  
 
Song: I am the very model of a modern Major General  



Groucho  
the closet Marxist   

 
 

Arise ye workers from your slumber, arise ye prisoners of 
want…. Can you say that in a New York  accent? For you, 
English teaching is an essentially political activity. But 
then so is everything else. You still listen to punk rock 
but think it’s not quite angry enough. You love teaching 
Blade Runner so that you can discuss the decadence in-
herent in late postmodern capitalism. Your classroom  is 
organised in groups to encourage collectivism.  
 
Bedtime reading: Cormac McCarthy, The Road  
 
Song: God Save the Queen (Her Fascist Regime) .  



Adolphe  
the Data Nazi   

 
 

There are those who claim you won’t buy a pie from the 
canteen without checking the data on recent salmonella 
outbreaks. They’d be right. You’re wondering if the five 
star voting system would work for School Captain  elec-
tions. Your classroom is organised along a scattergram 
curve. You carry a brush because you think data is going 
to clean up everybody else’s act. Your colleagues have yet 
to see you use it for anything except a back-scratcher.  
 
Reading: Freakonomics. Or The Numbers behind 
Numb3rs.  
 
Viewing: the Big Bang Theory – but only for the science!  



Semiotica  
the insufferably smug  

 

There are some things up with which you will not 
put. You aspire to do an editing degree so you can 
correct all those unfortunate mistakes in the Oxford 
Style Guide. Deputies hide reports from you so you 
won’t put in the missing semi-colons. Your class-
room is organised conventionally rather than        
logically, just like your inverted commas. You under-
stand that last joke.  
 
Bedtime reading: Don Watson’s Weasel Words.  
 
Song: Don McLean’s On the Amazon .  



Frenetico  
the dramatically manic .  

 

Full of sound and fury, signifying... excitement! 
Paperwork? It’s in a box somewhere! Planning? 
It’s better to be spontaneous! Life outside teach-
ing? Unlikely! Who has time for relationships?  
Your classroom has furniture stacked in random 
piles against the walls. You’ve probably got a   
drama background and love a classroom where 
the noise drowns out the local RAAF base.  
 
Bedtime reading: who has time for that?  
 
Song: Senses Working Overtime  



More than one equal Total? 
 

Splintero 
  

the fence-sitting ditherer  
 

Yep, sit on the fence and the splinters go... You like reading 
Hamlet because to you he seems decisive. Your conversation is 
littered with references to walking in the shoes of others or 
thinking about the other hand. Your classroom is organised a 
different way each week because, after all, those guys stuck on 
the Titanic had to do something with the deckchairs to pass 
the time.  
 
Bedtime reading: you’ve got a stack by your bed but you can’t 
make up your mind.  
 
Song: why not let a random radio station make the choices for 
you?  



Available from the Ashram at a small additional cost! Plot 
your scores on the graph and draw the star! 

Herbality 

Pomposity 

Incomprehensibility 

Dialecticality 

Chaoticality 



  
 

There’s method behind the meditative madness.  
 

Clarifying where we come from as English teach-
ers—and recognising that our views are complex 
and dynamic, changing with the contexts we deal 
with, helps us deal more effectively with change 

when it occurs. 
 
 
 
 
 

This presentation is copyrighted by Stewart McGowan. It may be used 
in any professional context providing my rights as creator are 

acknowledged. 


