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What do we want to know,
understand and be able to do…


Develop a better understanding of literacy issues in the
later years



Reflect and be able to respond to these from a KLA
perspective



Know more about language and structural features of
written text



Develop and apply a strategic approach to improving
students' writing



Apply the concept of quality feedback (‘feed forward’)
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Taking on the challenge
1. New views of literacy – Literacy in your subject
area
2. What already works?
3. What does the data say about your context?
4. What does explicit, systematic teaching of extended
writing look like in the later years?
5. What understandings of extended writing can
explicitly inform your own writing?

N.B. This is originally an eight hour course that
included time spent on a follow up activity
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Re-thinking Literacy
The
curriculum
in the
senior
years is
very
crowded

It’s a junior
school issue.
NAPLAN
wastes enough
of our time as it
is.

I already do a
lot of literacy
stuff. I use
vocab lists and
scaffolds in my
classes

My job is to
teach the
content in my
subject. The
literacy will
look after
itself

Your responses…

Improving Writing in Your KLA

Re-thinking Literacy
‘This document focuses on teasing out what quality literacy teaching
means and what it might look like in the classroom’ (page 14)
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Re-thinking Literacy
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Re-thinking Literacy
Peter Freebody, Literacy Across
the Curriculum

See also Jennifer Watson, ‘Engagement and Autonomy…’ in English in
Australia, Volume 48, Issue 1 (2013) p. 23
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Challenges
“Too often literacy difficulties are
systematically mistaken for a lack of
academic or conceptual aptitude or a lack of
requisite knowledge or effort” - Freebody
‘specialised knowledge, and the knowledge
that there is specialised knowledge, is
entirely dependent on specialised textual
forms – textual knowledge and discipline
knowledge are co-requisites.’
-Freebody, Literacy Engage and Enable
Forum, May 2012
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Re-thinking Literacy

Source: Focus on reading 3-6
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Expertise
Who demonstrates the expert knowledge they need to
understand and debate these questions?
•Arab/ Israel question?
•Causes of the GFC?
•Obesity in the Australian context?
•Climate change?
•Why reserving a poker machine is a waste of time?
•Why modern art is more than just paint thrown at a wall?
•The place of technology in the contemporary workplace?
•Strategies that work when dealing with addictions?

Students with final year schooling in subject disciplines
demonstrate high levels of Information Literacy.
Source: Aharon Aviram (Ben-Gurion University, Israel), referenced by Peter Freebody
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Extended Writing – What
works?

Carnegie Corporation – Writing NEXT.
Eleven strategies that work
• Which of these strategies have you
heard of?
• Which have you tried?
• Which ones do you regularly use?
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Important messages – other views
Experiences of secondary teachers with literacy have led
to a narrowing of understanding of what it is that
constitutes literacy. Comprehension and later years
literacy are key areas for development.
Research evidence tells us that low literacy levels are
closely linked with poor student performance overall,
whether measured in public tests (NAPLAN), major exams
(HSC), all assessment results 7-12.
At school, attendance and behaviour issues, arise most
from students with poor literacy. Boys, indigenous
students, and children of low SES, in particular, suffer
most.
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Important messages – other views
Beyond school, data also exposes connections with a variety
of serious social problems (delinquency, crime,
unemployment, dropping out of school, disengagement and
anti-social behaviours).
Data indicates that a significant number of schools within
the region need to specifically target negative value added
HSC results; literacy based approaches are one mechanism
to specifically address this need.
A key message which is difficult to argue is that higher levels
of literacy will empower students and equip them for success
at school and for life.

Hunter Region SMART data – Writing Yr 9

14

Hunter Region SMART data – Reading Yr 9

15

16
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First ideas
• Have a look at the first draft
paragraphs in your handout
• What advice would you give to
these particular students?

Improving Writing in Your KLA

First ideas
•

Jasper Morello is in many ways an old-fashioned
adventure story. It combines very 19th century
elements, like sailing ships and clockwork, with
more fantastical ones like flying ships. The
adventure story gets us involved with the Jasper’s
journey and his discoveries. One feature of the
film is the constant close-ups of Jasper’s compass.
This acts as a metaphor for Jasper’s search for
direction in his life. He is haunted by past mistakes
but is driven by love in his quest.
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Discussion
•

Is the difference between the
better paragraphs and the less
capable ones a matter of
knowledge or literacy?

•

How can we explicitly and
systematically improve students’
writing?
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The Disney Conundrum
Question 3 (15 marks)
‘Only by seeking to discover the nature of things can
we come to understand the world.’
To what extent has your study of Discovery
confirmed this view? In your answer, refer to your
own writing, your prescribed text and ONE related
text of your own choosing.
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I agree that only by seeking to discover the nature of things can we
come to understand the world. Some texts that deal with these ideas
are “The Tempest” by William Shakespeare, “Touching the Void” by
Kevin McDonald and “The Lion King” by Roger Allers. In all these texts
discovering the nature of things is important.
In “The Lion King”, Scar uses the hyenas to cause a stampede through
the canyon where Mufasa and Simba are, and makes sure Mufasa falls
to his death. Simba flees the Pride Lands meaning never to return
home. While he discovers friendship with Timon and Pummba, he
rediscovers himself. Eventually he comes back to the decimated Pride
Rock:
Timon: We're gonna fight your uncle... for this?
Simba: Yes, Timon. This is my home.
Timon: Whoa. Talk about your fixer-upper.
Timon uses colloquial language and humour here to make the movie
more enjoyable. The movie is making the point that we all need to
rediscover the things that are around us if we want to preserve them.
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The HSC – a metaphor

As your final performance after 13 years of schooling you
are being asked to play a Beethoven piano concerto on an
instrument you have built yourself!
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Some people need to build a better instrument

(Pianosaurus)

Some people need to play something better than ‘chopsticks’
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A better instrument played well
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Improving extended
writing in the later
years – a model
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Modelled
teaching

Guided
teaching

Independent
teaching

The teacher uses
this teaching
strategy when
students need to
learn new literacy
skills and
concepts.

The teacher uses this
teaching strategy
when students need
guided support to
practise and apply
new literacy skills and
concepts.

The teacher uses
this
teaching strategy
when students
need minimal
support to apply
and demonstrate
new literacy skills
and concepts.

The teacher
assumes major
responsibility for the
interactions that
take place between
the teacher and
students.

The teacher structures
interactions in a way
that allows students to
assume more
responsibility and
demonstrate more
control over what they
are learning.

The teacher
structures
interactions in a way
that allows students
to assume a greater
degree of the
responsibility.

Source: Introduction to Quality Literacy Teaching
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Building Writing Competency
Colloquial
conversational

Authoritative

expert

personal

objective

everyday

specialised

less

more

articulate

articulate

Commonsense

Uncommonsense

Congruent
unelaborated

Incongruent
elaborated

Practical Grammar –why
should we include it in our
KLA?
‘Grammar has been stereotyped as
tedious, unteachable and remedial…
Grammar, however, is sometimes
successfully taught, has symmetries
and mysteries… and is an introspective
and metacognitive way of thinking
about our own ideas.’
-

Michael Clay, in The Journal of Secondary Gifted Education

Practical Grammar –what do
we need to know for the later
years?
Good question! The short answer is:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Text structures – think scaffolds
Logical structures - (given/ new is a simple example)
Sentences – Complex ideas need complex sentences
Specific sentence patterns – e.g.the non-finite clause
Complex noun and verb groups
Cohesion – hanging the writing together
Nominalisation – turning verbs into nouns
Modality – the sense of certainty
Active and passive voice – who’s doing what to whom?

Today we’ll look at these, but in the context of ‘feed
forward’ strategies to students)
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Build
‘uncommon
sense’
language

Drive
towards
conceptual
thinking

Build text
structures

Improved
student
writing
Cohesion
– logical,
sustained

Elaborate

Build
sentences
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Build
‘uncommonsense’
language
Drive
towards
conceptual
thinking

Build text
structures

Improved
student
writing
Cohesion
– logical,
sustained

Elaborate

Build
sentences

Jasper Morello is in many ways an old-fashioned
adventure story. It combines very 19th century
elements, like sailing ships and clockwork, with more
fantastical ones like flying ships. The adventure story
gets us involved with the Jasper’s journey and his
discoveries. One feature of the film is the constant
close-ups of Jasper’s compass. This acts as a metaphor
for Jasper’s search for direction in his life. He is
haunted by past mistakes but is driven by love in his
quest.
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Build ‘uncommonsense’ language
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Build ‘uncommonsense’ language
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Using the screenshot function on your laptops, find images that match with
key points from http://aso.gov.au/titles/shorts/mysterious-jaspermorello/notes/
Description
Screen shot
Director Anthony Lucas established this unique
animation style, where silhouette paper cut-outs of
hand-drawn characters are scanned then digitally
manipulated

The film conveys an imaginary world containing
both Victorian and futuristic elements
As well as the classic gothic elements of death,
decay and terror, the film reflects the 'steampunk’
genre
Intricate, cog-driven machinery and Jasper’s
compass in particular, assume an almost magical
quality.
The story is based on a traditional hero’s journey
narrative in which the hero leaves the ordinary
world to travel on a quest to a special world then
returns to the ordinary world.
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http://www.theage.com.au/news/film-reviews/jasper-morello/2005/12/01/1133311153821.html
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Build
‘uncommon
sense’
language

Drive
towards
conceptual
thinking

Build text
structures
Improved
student
writing

Cohesion
– logical,
sustained

Elaborate

Build
sentences
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Paragraph structure
D

Describe

I

Interpret

A

Analyse

S

Synthesise
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Paragraph structure
P

Point

E

Explanation

E

Example

L

Link
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Paragraph structure
T

Topic sentence/ Thesis

X

expand

X

example

X

explain

X

elaborate (add eXtra!)

C

continue or conclude
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T

The Mysterious Geographic Explorations of Jasper Morello makes use of
steampunk aesthetics for creative effect.

X

By combining the conventions of science fiction, romance and fantasy in the
telling of an adventure story the film creates an engaging imaginary world

X

The industrial and steampunk aesthetics contrast with Jasper Morello’s
character. Jasper’s love for his wife Amelia drives his actions throughout the
film.

X

Jasper’s romantic motivations contrast with the film’s dark aesthetic and
emphasise his moral discoveries and transformation in the course of the
journey

X

While the world of Gothia has many dystopian features, with the death,
decay and terror of the gothic genre particularly apparent, its Victorian
values are still apparent.

C

At its heart, Jasper Morello is a film that champions old-fashioned values:
self-sacrifice, duty and the greater good.
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Build text
structures

Improved
student
writing
Cohesion
– logical,
sustained

Elaborate
Build
sentences
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Jasper Morello’s imagined world, with its steampunk mixture of 18 th
century explorations and romantic period dialogue allows his themes and
ideas to become more poignant.
_______________________________________________________
__________________________ His disease ridden dystopian world
which sparks Morello’s exploration to discovery allows the viewer to
question ‘What if?’ his romantic and melodramatic quest sparking our
interest. _____________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Jaspers discoveries become a trigger for our curiosity and ambition,
ensuing an understanding that personal values and context are intertwined
within our discoveries, the storyline embeds the theme that “Every man
has a purpose” in our minds. ______________________________
___________________________________________________
(LH)
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Given – New Strategies
New

• Martin Luther King’s first major peaceful protest (which
may also be known as civil disobedience) was the
Montgomery bus boycott.

• This protest, which began in December of 1955,
Given New

followed Rosa Parks’ refusal to move further back on the
bus in favour of a white passenger.

• Her arrest drew media attention and led to the
boycott, led for over a year by King.
Given New
• This boycott, which succeeded due to its excellent
organisation of alternative forms of transport, resulted in
Given New
desegregation of buses in Montgomery
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Given – New Strategies
New

• Jasper Morello makes creative use of two
and three dimensional silhouette animation
• This style is essential to creating the world of Gothia and

Given New

engages us with its problems.

• One key problem, the epidemic, drives the action of
Given New

the film. Jasper’s discovery of the cure for the epidemic in
the creature’s blood is a point of difference from the
conventions of the gothic

• These conventions, which normally focus on death
Given New

and decay, are, in a commentary on the amoral nature of
science, inverted by the creature’s curative properties.

Your handout includes a blank given/ new. Or there’s SmartArt
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The practical side first…
Look back at one of the work samples. Choose one
sentence you think is effective, or at least better than the
rest of the piece.
Rather than a traditional approach, try answering these
questions:
Is it a simple or a complex sentence?
How complex (or simple) is it?
How many ideas are there in it?
How does it relate to the rest of the exemplar?
Would you use this sentence as a model for your
students’ work?
 What other comments would you make?
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John Foulcher’s poem Summer Rain has very
different ideas about discovery than The Tempest.
Foulcher description of rush hour traffic - ‘cars
clutter on the highway like abacus beads.’ – uses
visual imagery to evoke a very critical view of
society. The consonance here gives the poem a
harsh edge that shows the unpleasantness of this
situation. For Foulcher, the suburban environment
is a ‘swampland’, a dank, unpleasant place in
conflict with the natural world. Foulcher’s poem is
anti-romantic, pointing out how our society has
overwhelmed nature to the point where a summer
storm becomes a ‘tremble’.
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Foulcher’s poem ‘Summer Rain’ is anti-romantic,
pointing out how our society has overwhelmed
nature to the point where a summer storm
becomes a ‘tremble’. The consonance of Foulcher’s
opening description of the cars that ‘clutter on the
highway like abacus beads’ gives the image a hard
edge, and introduces the poem’s challenge to
concepts of a carefree suburban existence. In the
suburban ‘swampland’, not even children can
escape the mindless materialism that, according to
Foulcher, drives suburban living. In the growing
dark they ‘clash in the park like cars on a highway
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Imaginative features such as a variety of genres,
foreshadowing and recurring motifs are all effectively
utilised in Jasper Morello to impact on and increase our
understanding of discovery. The varied use of genre
heightens the audience’s engagement with the text and
demonstrates how discoveries can be apparent in any
genre or story or style. The quote by Morello at the
beginning of the film about the unmaking of a man because
of a degree’s change in direction foreshadows the outcome
of the other characters and the discoveries that make or
break them. The recurring motif of the compass reveals
the power of the ‘one degree’ decision and its impact on
the lives of the characters. These features impact on our

understanding of discovery by demonstrating how the
themes are stages involved are universal in all discovery
texts.

In Jasper Morello, the recurring motif of the

compass reveals the power of the ‘one degree’
decision and its impact on the lives of the
characters. . The compass comes to

represent the decisions made by each of
the characters in the film and their
resultant physical and psychological
consequences. While the film does engage
us through the tropes of the adventure
film, ultimately it is the personal
discoveries of each of the characters that
engages us. Jasper, for example, must
overcome the burden of the past, the ‘one
degree’ of miscalculation that can make a
life or death difference. Jasper’s past failings

engage us because they remind us of our own
fallibility and offer us a vision of redemption for
past wrongs.
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Practical Grammar - Nominalisation
Academic writing frequently makes use of nominalisations
– where verbs (or clauses) are turned into nouns
Simple examples include:
 She encouraged the cast and they performed brilliantly.
 Her encouragement of the cast drew out a brilliant
performance.
 After the Romans settled Britain many roads were built.
 After Roman settlement of Britain many roads were
built.
Nominalisation is essential in academic writing because it
allows more information to be attached to a concept.
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Practical Grammar - Nominalisation
The Tempest creates an imaginary
world through its use of dramatic
techniques

Central to The Tempest’s revelations
about the nature of things is its
creation of an imaginary world
through a range of dramatic
techniques…

It combines very 19th century
The combination of 19th century
elements, like sailing ships and
elements, such as sailing ships and
clockwork, with more fantastical ones clockwork, with more fantastical
like flying ships.
ones….
The adventure story gets us involved
with the Jasper’s journey and his
discoveries

Our involvement with Jasper’s
discoveries is enhanced by the film’s
adventure story structure, which…

Nominalisation is essential in academic writing
because it allows more information to be attached to a
concept BUT it can be over-used!

Sentences – Modelled and Guided
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Sentence starters – Jasper Morello
Central to The Tempest’s revelations about the
nature of things is its creation of an imaginary
world through a range of dramatic techniques…
The combination of 19th century elements, such
as sailing ships and clockwork, with more
fantastical ones….
Our involvement with Jasper’s discoveries is
enhanced by the film’s adventure story structure,
which…
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Modality
We use modality to express how certain or uncertain we are
about a statement. Good writers manipulate modality as part of
their style. (Note: nominalisation has a high modality)
Examples:
• It seems that these imaginative structures and features
prompt us to consider…
• It is a nonsense to treat The Tempest as a post-colonial play.
To do so is arrogant and anachronistic, a denial of history
and context.
• The representation of these connections contrasts
enormously with Foulcher’s sense of a shallow and
disconnected society.
Uncertain students use too many modifiers! ‘Arrogant’
students not enough!

Manipulating Sentences -Passive voice
In conversation we mostly use active voice. Journalism uses it
deliberately to make news writing seem more immediate.
We usually construct sentences where the subject is the ‘doer’
of the action: But sometimes we want to turn the sentence
around so that the subject is having the action done to (or by)
them:

·

Active

Passive

Mobile phones emit no
radiation of any significance

No radiation of any significance
is emitted by mobile phones

Jasper Morello effectively
utilises imaginative features
such as a variety of genres,
foreshadowing and recurring
motifs.

Imaginative features such as a
variety of genres,
foreshadowing and recurring
motifs are all effectively utilised
in Jasper Morello.

Manipulating Sentences – the non-finite clause
There is a correlation between particular sorts of complexity and highlevel HSC responses. The building of complex meaning in students’ work
can be driven by explicitly teaching some common patterns of
complexity.
Write a sentence that includes this clause. It may be at the start, in
the middle or at the end of the sentence
‘…ensuring an understanding that personal values and context are
intertwined within our discoveries…’

‘…combining19th century elements, such as sailing ships and clockwork,
with more fantastical ones….’

‘… hiding the facial features of the central characters within its silhouette
style…’
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The Mysterious Geographic Explorations of Jasper Morello
makes use of a creative steampunk aesthetic to effectively
create an imaginary world that becomes a vehicle for
allegorical commentary on the nature of our own. The film’s
smoky industrial machinery superficially creates a gothic
dystopia, notable for the tropes of death, decay and terror.
Jasper’s memory of the death of the airman following his ‘one
degree’ error foreshadows the chain of deaths that is central
to the film’s representation of discovery. However, Jasper
Morello is, at its heart, a surprisingly moral film that
rediscovers and revitalises Victorian values: Jasper’s selfsacrifice, sense of duty and commitment to the greater good
contrast with the darkness of the film’s silhouette animation.
Morello is the admirable romantic, driven by his unswerving
moral compass. Jasper’s past failings engage us because they
remind us of our own fallible natures and offer us a vision of
redemption for past wrongs.
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Cohesive Device

Detail

Simple connectives

one point is/ another point is

Logical connectives

However, therefore, additionally

‘Reference’ words

– typically from the question or the
thesis (mobile phones, cancer,
cause)

Complex word
associations:

prejudices, myth, intuitions, (avoids
repetition)

Synonyms

Radio waves, electro-magnetic
radiation, energy, ultra-violet
radiation

•Ellipsis and control of
multiple threads

Referring words (this, it, them)
substitutions, control of time and
perspective….

•Substitutions

Belief, understanding,
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What is it that holds this paragraph together? Does
it answer the question? Which words does it repeat?
What evidence is there of evaluative language?
The Mysterious Geographic Explorations of Jasper Morello makes
use of a creative steampunk aesthetic to effectively create an
imaginary world that becomes a vehicle for allegorical
commentary on the nature of our own. The film’s smoky
industrial machinery superficially creates a gothic dystopia,
notable for the tropes of death, decay and terror. Jasper’s
memory of the death of the airman following his ‘one degree’
error foreshadows the chain of deaths that is central to the film’s
representation of discovery. However, Jasper Morello is, at its
heart, a surprisingly moral film that rediscovers and revitalises
Victorian values: Jasper’s self-sacrifice, sense of duty and
commitment to the greater good contrast with the darkness of
the film’s silhouette animation. Morello is the admirable
romantic, driven by his unswerving moral compass. Jasper’s past
failings engage us because they remind us of our own fallible
natures and offer us a vision of redemption for past wrongs.
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The Mysterious Geographic Explorations of Jasper Morello
makes use of a creative steampunk aesthetic to effectively
create an imaginary world that becomes a vehicle for
allegorical commentary on the nature of our own. The film’s
smoky industrial machinery superficially creates a gothic
dystopia, notable for the tropes of death, decay and terror.
Jasper’s memory of the death of the airman following his ‘one
degree’ error foreshadows the chain of deaths that is central
to the film’s representation of discovery. However, Jasper
Morello is, at its heart, a surprisingly moral film that
rediscovers and revitalises Victorian values: Jasper’s selfsacrifice, sense of duty and commitment to the greater good
contrast with the darkness of the film’s silhouette animation.
Morello is the admirable romantic, driven by his unswerving
moral compass. Jasper’s past failings engage us because they
remind us of our own fallible natures and offer us a vision of
redemption for past wrongs.
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Practical Grammar can help!
Your Response

Possible Issue

“It’s too much like conversation”

Nominalisation may help

“It sounds overly complicated”

Check for overuse of nominalisation
OR passive voice

“It sounds too uncertain”

Problems of modality

“It sounds arrogant”

Modality too high

“It sounds pretentious”

Probably overuse of passive voice
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Build towards the ‘big ideas’
From the Marking Centres:
Better responses:
“discussed”, “examined”, “evaluated”,
“produced a sustained coherent
response”, “provided a detailed
examination of..” “presented an
argument”, “provided reasons”,
“comprehensively analysed”,
“explained”, “synthesised”.
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Build towards the ‘big ideas’
• HSC exams are structured around the
conceptual
• What can we do to encourage our
students to come to terms with the
concepts?
• Several of the activities here will help –
but it’s worth being explicit
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Build towards the ‘big ideas’
One example:
‘Jasper Morello’ and ‘The Tempest’ construct their
discoveries for very different purposes. On the one hand,
______________...
The nature of scientific discovery is critiqued in both ‘Jasper
Morello’ and ‘The Tempest’ through ___________________
‘Jasper Morello’ and ‘The Tempest’ both challenge our
understanding of discovery because ____________________

Central to The Tempest’s revelations about the nature of things is its
creation of an imaginary world through a range of dramatic
techniques unusual in a Shakespearean play. The Mysterious
Geographic Explorations of Jasper Morello makes use of a creative
steampunk aesthetic for a similar purpose: to effectively create an
imaginary world that becomes a vehicle for allegorical commentary
on our own. Jasper Morello’s smoky industrial machinery superficially
creates a gothic dystopia, notable for the tropes of death, decay and
terror. Jasper’s memory of the death of the airman following his ‘one
degree’ error foreshadows the chain of deaths that is central to the
film’s representation of discovery. However, Jasper Morello is, at its
heart, a surprisingly moral film that rediscovers and revitalises
Victorian values: Jasper’s self-sacrifice, sense of duty and commitment
to the greater good contrast with the darkness of the film’s silhouette
animation. Prospero may be more certain of himself and his purpose
but Morello is nonetheless the admirable romantic, driven by his
unswerving moral compass. Jasper’s past failings engage us because
they remind us of our own fallible natures and offer us a vision of
redemption for past wrongs Both texts confirm the significance of the
imagination in explorations of the nature of things.
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For today’s PowerPoint
(and earlier versions of the
course) see
Bunthorne’s Blog (Stewart
McGowan’s blog) on
wordpress.

