


Dramatis Personae
 Duncan: King of Scotland; 

 Macbeth: Brave thane with a dark weakness

 Lady Macbeth: Macbeth’s wife; ambitious

 Banquo: Macbeth’s loyal and brave friend;

 Macduff: Nobleman

 Fleance: Banquo’s son; named future king

 Malcolm: Duncan’s son; heir to the throne

 Donalbain: Duncan’s son

 Witches: Foreseers of future 

Task tip: Represent 
the main thematic 
traits of each 
character through 
ideas for costume 
design. 



Act I Scene 1
 Play opens in an “open place”

No specific setting noted

 Three witches:

Announce their intentions to meet with Macbeth

War between Duncan and Thane of Cawdor

Task tip: Watch the clip posted on CANVAS of the 
different contextual representations of the opening 
scene. What is similar/different? What themes would 
be important to your interpretation? How will you 
choose to represent themes through context? You 
could create a series of storyboard images of your 
intended opening scene to show how you will use 
context to explore themes such as: gender or power 
that are relevant to your target audience. 



Act I Scene 2

 At the king’s camp:

Officer tells Duncan and Malcolm about heroism of 
Macbeth and Banquo

They won the battle

They captured the current Thane of Cawdor

Duncan transfers the title to Macbeth

Task tip: This scene is important in understanding the 
immensity of Macbeth’s tragedy: here we see the nobility 
of Macbeth and can understand the significant impact his 
subsequent actions have on his reputation and sanity. How 
might you visually represent this perspective of Macbeth 
in contrast to the final scenes where he has lost everything 
he valued: his reputation, his position in society, his wife, 
his loyal friends?



Theme: Thresholds and Time

 This is a play of many thresholds. At certain points in 
the play, Macbeth stands on a moral/ethical  threshold: 
when he meets the witches, when he refuses to murder 
Duncan, when he sees the hallucination of the dagger etc. 

 As he crosses each one of these thresholds we can see the 
disintegration of his reputation, his humanity and his 
sanity.

 Time dominates this play

 It is devouring time, only death is regarded as the 
finality

 Death, time, and nature are fused together 

 We see Macbeth pushing time forward

 Lady also helps him with this by not allowing any 
possible opportunity to slip by



Act I Scene 3

 Witches predict:

Macbeth will become Thane of Cawdor

Macbeth will become King of Scotland

 Banquo will never rule but his kids will

 Macbeth hears that he has become Thane of Cawdor and 

suspects that the witches were right.

Task tip: How does this scene represent the first of the many 

thresholds Macbeth crosses during the play? How do these 

thresholds help the audience to understand the tragedy of 

Macbeth’s actions and/or the corruptive influence of power? How 

might you visually represent these important moments in the play? 

Think about how you might create a set model to show how you 

would use set design to portray these thresholds. (See Themes)





Act I Scene 4

 Duncan and his sons greet Macbeth and Banquo:

Duncan greets Macbeth as Thane.

Duncan invites himself and company to Macbeths 
new castle.

Duncan then names his son, Malcolm, as his 
successor.

Task tip: Refer to your LitChart and the theme of fate. 
How does this scene show the beginning of Macbeth’s 
ongoing attempts to manipulate fate? In what ways 
could you compose a visual representation of how ideas 
about fate are explored in this play? How might you use 
symbolism to illustrate Macbeth’s intentions and the 
consequences of his actions. 



Act I Scene 5
 Lady Macbeth reads letter from her husband:

Named Thane

Predictions of witches

 Figures that she needs to provoke his ambition

 Perfect opportunity to kill the king

 Macbeth appears and they discuss a plan.

Task tip: This scene is the first time we are introduced to 
Lady Macbeth and Shakespeare clearly constructs her as a 
contrast or challenge to the ‘ideal woman’ of Elizabethan 
society. How might you visually represent Lady Macbeth 
as a relevant character to a 21stC audience? Do you know of 
any figure in our social context who might reflect her 
attributes? Perhaps a campaign-style poster could reflect 
contemporary political contexts? 



Act I Scene 6

 The guests arrive including Duncan, 
Malcolm, Donalbain and Banquo.

 Lady Macbeth welcomes them and is 
perfectly sweet to their faces although 
she plans to kill Duncan.

Task tip: Think of how you might 
visualise narrative techniques such as 
symbolism. How might you use symbols 
such as the dagger, blood or a crown to 
explore themes about power? What type 
of text would suit this approach? What 
about a colouring-in-book for adults to 
sell as merchandise and a more 
educational one for a younger audience? 



Act I Scene 7
 Macbeth has second thoughts; Duncan is his ‘kinsman’ and has been 

a good king. He adds that the duty of a host is to protect his guests, 
not murder them! (See lines 13-19)

 Lady Macbeth is not happy! She taunts him about his masculinity: 
“Be so much more the man”. She says that if she was in that position, 
she would kill her only child rather than break a promise. (See lines 
54-59.)

 She manipulates him: “Screw your courage to the sticking place and 
we’ll not fail”. Here we see that Lady Macbeth is as politically 
ambitious as her husband. 

Task tip: Make a political 
poster that shows they are 
a ‘power couple’. You could 
use the design of popular 
political posters and re-
create them. This will 
create a relevance to the 
audience and really 
emphasise this idea 



Act II: Scene 1

 Macbeth’s famous soliloquy

 Sees a dagger in mind 
reminiscent of his dagger

 “a false creation”: messing this 
murder up could destroy the coup

 “fools”: victims

 “eyes worth all the rest”: must 
rely on his eyes, not his heart or 
mind to become king

 “gouts of blood”: the blood on the 
dagger signals that the action 
must be done

Task tip: Using the image here, 
think how you might conceptually 
visualise Macbeth’s tortured psyche 
in this important speech.



Act II: Scene 3
 Lennox and MacDuff arrive at the castle and comment on how strange 

things have been happening. (See lines 46-53)

The night has been unruly. Where we lay,

Our chimneys were blown down and, as they say,

Lamentings heard…. Some say the Earth

Was feverous and did shake.

 Duncan’s murder is discovered and, amid the chaos, Malcolm and 
Donalbain flee the castle. 

 Here we see the power of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth’s deceit. They wear 
the mask of innocence and concern.

 Task tip: Design a set of masks that symbolise the theme of appearance vs 
reality. These could be a part of costuming, a part of the set design or as a 
display in the theatre foyer



Act II Scene 4

An old man is discussing the omens of the night 
with Ross

Macduff enters with news that the king is dead

Macduff announces that Macbeth is the new King 
of Scotland.

Task tips: The supernatural omens in this scene were 
recognizable to Shakespeare’s audience and are an 
important part of the play. You could choose to create 
a timeline of the play and chart where these omens 
occur. Use an image supported by an explanation of 
what the omens meant to the Elizabethan audience 
based on their beliefs. This could be beneficial to your 
target audience as an educational resource and could 
represent a section  element of your production’s 
program. 



Act III: Scene 1
 Banquo puts it all together in soliloquy

 Banquo recalls the prophesy of his son ruling

 When Banquo leaves, Macbeth plans to have two murderers kill Banquo 
and his son to prevent the witches prophesy from coming true

Act III: Scene 2
 Macbeth and Lady Macbeth discuss the threat of Banquo and 

Fleance

 Macbeth hints at his plan to kill them but does not tell her directly

 Many think that the lack of involvement of Lady leads to this act 
failing and Fleance (hence his name Flee (run) (L)ance (leaving) 
getting away

Act III: Scene 3
 Two murderers are joined by a third and they wait for Banquo and 

Fleance

 Banquo is killed and Fleance gets away



Act III: Scene 4

 Banquet in Macbeth’s honor

He is informed of the news of the evening and sees 
Banquo’s ghost at the table

 This highly upsets Macbeth, but recovers

 The ghost of Banquo returns

 Lady Macbeth excuses her husband and says that he 
periodically suffers from seizures

Macbeth plans to seek out the witches and learn more 
about the threats against them.

Task tip: There are many representations of how 
Banquo’s ghost is important to reflecting Macbeth’s 
guilt in this scene. How might you look at other ways to 
visually conceptualise this scene? How might you 
represent the depravity of Macbeth’s mind in 
representations of the food or table setting? 



Act III: Scene 5
 We meet the demon goddess Hecate

 She scolds the witches because they did not invite her to 
participate in their scheme for Macbeth

 She tells them that they should make up some potent spells to 
share with Macbeth 

Act III: Scene 6

 Lenox talks to another Lord about the deaths of Duncan and 
Banquo

 Malcolm is in England gathering an army to overthrow 
Macbeth

 Macduff and the King of England are also in the army



Act IV: Scene 1
 The three witches conjure three spirits to answer Macbeth’s 

questions:

 An Armed Head: warns Macbeth against Macduff

 Blood-stained Child: tells Macbeth that no man born of a woman 

can stop him

 Child wearing a crown: tells Macbeth that he will rule Scotland 

until Birnam Wood marches on Dunsinane

 Macbeth asks if Banquo’s children will rule and Banquo appears 

heading a table of eight kings; one of these kings is James I who ruled 

England at the time the play was written.

 The apparitions and witches disappear and Macbeth vows to slay 

Macduff and his family. 

Task tip: This scene is important to the supernatural elements of the 

play. There is a lot of potential here to focus on these prophesies, and the 

original ones made by the witches, to visualise Macbeth’s downfall. 



Act IV: Scene 2
 Lady Macduff cries over her husband’s departure

 She tells her son that his father is dead (women did that 
back then just in case) but the boy doesn’t believe it

 Macbeth’s murderers arrive and slay Macduff’s young son 
and chase his wife off stage to her death

Act IV: Scene 3
 In England Malcolm tests Macduff’s loyalty

He says that he has committed a crime

Macduff is saddened that a criminal will rule Scotland

Malcolm knows that Macduff is for real

 Macduff finds out that his family was killed

 He vows vengeance on Macbeth 



Act V: Scene 1
 Lady Macbeth is ill

 She mumbles and walks in her sleep

 She confesses of crimes against Banquo, Duncan, and Lady 
Macduff

Act V: Scene 2

 Military Discussion of:

Macduff and Malcolm have made progress against 
Macbeth’s troops

They plan to meet with the Scottish rebels in Birnam
Wood and march on Dunsinane to overthrow Macbeth



Act V: Scene 3
 Macbeth and Doctor talk:

 Macbeth does not fear the invasion

 He relates that he cannot be killed by a man born of a woman

 He also mentions that the woods must march on him in order 
to defeat him

 Ironic that Seyton (pronounced Satan) should appear here as a 
servant to Macbeth

 Macbeth will begin to see his death through Seyton

 Seyton will live on, but not Macbeth

 Seyton will also report death, very ironic

Act V: Scene 4
 Macduff and Malcolm meet the Scottish rebels at Birnam

 Malcolm has the idea to camouflage themselves with branches 
before they march on Macbeth’s castle



Act V: Scene 5
 Macbeth told that his wife is dead

 Macbeth’s famous soliloquy comes

 Macbeth is informed that Birnham Wood is marching towards 
his castle

 Macbeth realizes what this means but still fights on believing 
that no man born of a woman can stop him

Act V: Scene 6
 Malcolm and Macduff prepare to assault the castle walls

Act V: Scene 7
 Macbeth is now in armor

 He kills some noblemen

 He meets Macduff and the two duel throughout the 
remainder of the scene



Act V: Scene 8

 Macduff says that he is not naturally 

born of a woman

 “Lay on Macduff”

 Macbeth taunts Macduff to keep 

fighting

 Macduff kills Macbeth and appears to 

the warriors with his severed head

 Malcolm is the new king of Scotland

Task tip: How might you be able to 

incorporate certain symbols to show the 

tragedy of Macbeth through a graffiti-

style text such as this? What might an 

image like this say about the context in 

which your production is set? 21stC? A 

school? The inner city?



Equivocation
 The use of equivocation is an important theme in the play.

 Definition:

Open to two or more interpretations and often intended to 
mislead; ambiguous.

The use of words or expressions susceptible to double signification

 For instance, Duncan is described as ‘meek’. Does this lead 
to the idea that Macbeth, a brave and noble character who 
was outstanding on the battlefield, was more entitled to 
rule Scotland? 

Rather than evil, were Lady Macbeth’s actions politically 
justified where the men around her were content to not 
question Duncan’s right to rule? 

Task tip: How might challenging a traditional reading of the 
play make it more relevant to your target audience? Using 
your own historical, social, cultural context, how might you 
visually represent these ideas in your production?



Theme: 
Equivocation of the Witches

 Prophecies are ambiguous

 Full of paradox and 
confusion

 “Fair is foul and foul is 
fair”

 They speak with alliteration 
in rhymed couplets

 They add elements of 
confusion to their words

 They are able to confuse 
Macbeth easily with 
ambiguous references.

Task tip: How might you use 
visual concepts to show how 
the witches’ prophecies trap 
Macbeth? 



Theme: The Supernatural

Another major theme is the supernatural - the 
idea that there are mysterious forces 
controlling what is happening in the play. 

The very first characters we meet are the 
three witches, and their prophecies are what 
drives the story forward. 

In Shakespeare's time belief in witchcraft was 
very strong. His audience would have taken 
these ideas seriously and felt that Macbeth 
was somehow possessed. There are lots of 
references to this: he is unable to say 'Amen', 
he has visions, he is disturbed, he can’t sleep 
and even thinks no-one can kill him.



Theme: Appearance vs Reality
 Fundamental definition of equivocation

 Shakespeare uses complex differences between the inner and outer 
world:

Macbeth is told to:

“Look like th’ innocent flower/But be the serpant under’t”

 Lady Macbeth calls:

“Unsex me here”

Task tip: How might 
you incorporate 
quotes into a simple 
visual text to add 
dramatic impact? 
How will the texts 
work together to 
represent themes 
from the play? 



The concept of mirroring has great visual potential. Think about 
how you might use costume or makeup design to represent this 
dramatic narrative technique. Mirroring heightens the differences 
between the characters and helps to represent themes like 
appearance vs reality.

Macbeth is the double for Duncan:
Macbeth is violent and cruel
Duncan is peaceable and rewarding

Lady Macbeth is the double of Lady Macduff:
Lady Macbeth casts off her femininity and has no problem 
with the concept of killing her own child
Lady Macduff is the model of a good mother and would die to 
save her child 

Task tip: How might this narrative convention be used to 
explore ideas about the representation of gender in Macbeth?

Narrative conventions: Mirroring



Extended metaphor: Visions &
Hallucinations of Guilt

 “Dagger of the mind”

 The dagger is a physical manifestation of the guilt 
Macbeth feels about killing Duncan

He believes Banquo’s ghost appears at the banquet. 
This hallucination is a symbolic manifestation of 
his guilt. 

 All of the ghostly occurrences are psychological. 

Macbeth cannot pray or sleep.

Task tip: You might choose to do a photographic 
montage of Macbeth’s visions and hallucinations as a 
visual representation of his descent into madness.



Animal imagery
 Initially used to illustrate Macbeth’s nobility and bravery in Act 1 scene 2;

 Two of Duncan’s horses eating each other

 Owl eating a falcon:

 Many birds of prey symbols

Duncan sees martlets nesting on Macbeth’s castle walls; Martlets
are lucky birds

Lady Macbeth hears ravens when she cries to be unsexed

Ravens are birds of prey like she is

While Lady Macbeth waits for Macbeth to kill Duncan she 
hears an owl hooting; the owl is a metaphor for Macbeth 
who also hunts Duncan at night

This owl could be the bell Macbeth hears

 These echo the slaughter of one nobleman by another

 The murder plunges the country into turmoil

Task tip: Keep in mind how you might incorporate these powerful images 
into your visual representation.



Motif: Blood and Stains
 The Macbeths are obsessed with stains:

The importance of blood stains is a biblical allusion to 
the story of Cain and Abel.

Lady Macbeth’s “out damn spot speech”

As early as Act II we see them struggling with stains:

“All great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood/Clean 
from his hand…”

“A little water clears us of this deed” (II.2-77-87)

The stain of blood seems to follow them:

Blood stains are also used by Lady Macbeth to 
setup the guards for Duncan’s murder

Banquo’s blood even comes back to the castle on 
the murderer’s face

“There’s blood upon thy face” (III.4 13-14)



Theme: The Power of Three

 Throughout the play you will see the significance of this 
theme:

 It was a commonly beheld belief that that bad luck 
comes in threes.

Applied to Macbeth:

There are three witches

Three initial prophesies

Three murders by Macbeth

Three murderers attack Banquo

Three supernatural occurrences appear in castle

Three apparitions announce the final prophesies 
that seal Macbeth’s fate

Task tip: How might you visually represent the 
reoccurrence of threes to emphasise the supernatural 
themes of the play?



Setting the context

 The setting of the play is a brutal world with very little 
reference to Christian values

 Some critics suggest that the setting seems less set in 
Scotland and more of a kenoma, a cosmological emptiness 
described by heretics of the time.

 Although Macbeth’s character traits, values, human flaws 
and crimes are universally relevant to many cultural 
perspectives. 

Task tip: How might you use set design to show the internal 
world of a kenoma in Macbeth? 

How might you represent universal cultural perspectives in 
your own production?

You might chose to research and compile a visual montage of 
different cultural adaptations of the play to emphasise these 
universal values.





Characterisation: Macbeth
 You might choose to focus your visual representation on one 

major character. Macbeth is:

 very ambiguous

 unlike any other Shakespearean character

 aware that his acts are wrong but swears to do them anyway

 not entirely committed to evil

 At times lacking motivation to carry out his deeds

 The audience still sympathizes with him because of his 
soliloquies of agony

 When Macbeth kills Duncan he:

 Eliminates the only sane nurturer left in his life

 He cuts the very root that feeds him

 He disrupts the natural course of history

 Macbeth even states later:

 If it were done when, then well it were done quickly

 He wants to hurry time along



Characterisation: Lady Macbeth
 Lady Macbeth provides all of the drive that Macbeth lacks

 She casts off her femininity to help

 Remorse and peace are weak and feminine to her; she succumbs to 
hallucinations and psychological representations of guilt that 
plague Macbeth.

 She goes so far as to call Macbeth womanish for his lack of 
determination to kill Duncan.

 She is devoid of all sentimentality. 

 She challenges the ideal perspective of womanhood. 

 She becomes so far remove from reality by her guilt that she no 
longer fits into the natural world,

Task tip: With reference to your target audience, how might you 
represent Lady Macbeth in a relevant way? What might you want to 
say about the representations of gender and power in Macbeth that 
resonates with a contemporary audience? What representations of 
feminine power do you feel are inspire by Lady Macbeth? 



The Importance of ‘The Child’
 Shakespeare never clarified the childlessness of the 

Macbeths, but this is a central issue in many 
contemporary adaptations.

 Lady Macbeth speaks of having nursed a child, now 
dead, but says that she would “dash it’s brains out…” 
to realise her ambitions.

 They seem to expect no heirs, nor do the witches, even 
though Macbeth boasts, “bring forth men children 
only”

 Lady seems to be Macbeth’s mother as much as his 
wife

 It is difficult to imagine Macbeth as a father

 Freud even commented that their childlessness could 
be the reason Macbeth kills


