
Macbeth production proposal – Handout #1 

Formal Paragraph Writing Scaffold – Meets Expectations (170 words) 

 

T- Thesis 
Your main point or idea 
 

  

It is difficult for contemporary Australian 
students to relate to Scottish castles and 
civil war between ancient noblemen. 

E – Expand 
Say something that 
develops your main 
point 
 
 

For Macbeth to work for a contemporary 
audience, we need to find ways to 
represent power in a contemporary setting 

E – Example 
Give a clear example 
 

 

For example, at the very end of Macbeth. 
Malcolm says, ‘So thanks to all at once and 
to each one/ Whom we invite to see us 
crown’d at Scone’ 

E – Examine 
Explain and analyse the 
example 
 

 

Malcolm is talking about the traditional 
place in Scotland where kings are crowned, 
but a contemporary Australian audience will 
have no idea of this.  

E – Extend 
Add extra! More 
explanation or a related 
point/ example 

 
 

We have chosen to use modern 
representations of power. At the end of our 
production, Malcolm’s face will appear on a 
large monitor, surrounded by microphones. 
There will be other shots of a large crowd, 
and the entire sequence will look eerily like 
the inauguration of Donald Trump. 

C – Continue/ 
conclude 
 Relate to question or 
show connections 

 

Although Shakespeare intended for the end 
of the play to be a restoration of order, this 
does not work for a modern audience. We 
know that power is a double-edged sword. 



 

 

  



 

Handout #2 

T- Thesis 
Your main point or idea 
 

  

 
 
 
 

E – eXpand 
Say something that 
develops your main 
point 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

E – eXample 
Give a clear example 
 

 

 
 
 
 

E – eXamine 
Explain and analyse the 
example 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

E – eXtend 
Add extra! More 
explanation or a related 
point/ example 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

C – continue/ 
conclude 
 Relate to question or 
show connections 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Reassemble these sentences to form a TEEEEC paragraph 

 

In our production, we want to make use of pieces of sporting 

equipment, mangled and reconstructed, to symbolically represent 

armour and weapons. 

 

In Shakespeare’s time, the final confrontation between Macbeth and 

Macduff was the height of dramatic violence, enhanced by language 

rather than special effects. 

 

This will give the audience a point of reference that will help them 

understand the play’s exploration of violent power and its 

consequences. 

 

Macduff’s line, “Turn, hellhound, turn!” (Act 5, Scene 8) uses the 

animal imagery we have encountered throughout the play to make 

the moment more powerful. 

 

Another way that our production will explore power is through the 

presentation of the play’s battles and physical conflicts. 

 

This is a very violent play, one which begins and ends with battles, 

but it is hard to interest a modern audience in onstage swordplay 

when the portrayal of violence in cinemas is so graphic. 

 

This line is also a reference to mythology: Shakespeare’s audience is 

in no doubt that Macbeth is going to suffer for eternity in Hell.   



Formal Paragraph Writing Scaffold. Guided example – Jigsaw. Answers 

T- Thesis 
Your main point or idea 
 

  

Another way that our production will 
explore power is through the presentation 
of the play’s battles and physical conflicts 

E – eXpand 
Say something that 
develops your main 
point 
 
 

This is a very violent play, one which begins 
and ends with battles, but it is hard to 
interest a modern audience in onstage 
swordplay when the portrayal of violence in 
cinemas is so graphic.  

E – eXample 
Give a clear example 
 

 

In Shakespeare’s time, the final 
confrontation between Macbeth and 
Macduff was the height of dramatic 
violence, enhanced by language rather than 
special effects. Macduff’s line, “Turn, 
hellhound, turn!” (Act 5, Scene 8) uses the 
animal imagery we have encountered 
throughout the play to make the moment 
more powerful. 

E – eXamine 
Explain and analyse the 
example 
 

 

This line is also a reference to mythology: 
Shakespeare’s audience is in no doubt that 
Macbeth is going to suffer for eternity in 
Hell.   

E – eXtend 
Add extra! More 
explanation or a related 
point/ example 

 
 

In our production, we want to make use of 
pieces of sporting equipment, mangled and 
reconstructed, to symbolically represent 
armour and weapons.  

C – continue/ 
conclude 
 Relate to question or 
show connections 

 

This will give the audience a point of 
reference that will help them understand 
the play’s exploration of violent power and 
its consequences.  



Formal Paragraph Writing Scaffold. Exceeds Expectations! 
Scaffold items are flexible! 

T- Thesis 
Your main point or idea 
 

  

The post-feminist empowerment of women is a myth, 
and this production of Macbeth seeks to challenge the 
comfortable complacency of Newcastle audiences, 
forcing them to reflect on how little improvement 
there has been in the status of women since 
Shakespeare’s time.  
 

E – eXpand 
Say something that 
develops your main 
point 
 
 

This production will subvert the Elizabethan values of 
the role of women encoded in Shakespeare’s text 
through its representation of Shakespeare’s women in 
a design with contemporary resonances 

E – eXample 
Give a clear example 
 

 

The witches’ chant, ‘fair is foul and foul is fair’ 
established in Shakespeare’s play that Scotland was a 
place where the moral boundaries had become 
blurred. 

E – eXamine 
Explain and analyse the 
example 
 

 

In the script, the contradiction plays out on several 
levels: characters who should be fair, such as the King 
and Queen of Scotland, turn out to be foul. Crops fail, 
and even the heavens depart from their natural order.  

E – eXtend 
Add extra! More 
explanation or a related 
point/ example 

 
 

It is as if nature itself revolts against Macbeth’s 
hypocrisy. In Shakespeare’s context, it symbolically 
asserted the divine right of Kings, but in a 
contemporary context these contradictions lose their 
power.  

C – continue/ 
conclude 
 Relate to question or 
show connections 

 

In my production, I have included design elements that 
remind people of how the abuses of power in our 
world have turned what should be ‘fair’ into something 
that is foul. And the first of these elements is in my 
portrayal of the witches. Rather than twisted hags, I 
have made the witches beautiful. Too beautiful. They 
have become manufactured beauties, Melania Trump 
and her daughters, an image of feminine beauty 
manufactured by powerful men. 

 


